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Lima, Perú -Octubre 2006 9 Lady Elliot's not being the "very happiest being in the world herself" (p.36) and not being "highly valued" by her husband Sir Walter (p.172), would have added pressure in Anne's renunciation of Wentworth (with his "spirit, intelligence and brilliancy"), for how could Anne, with her unconscious guilt, grasp a happiness beyond what her mother had had? "The essential universality in children of unconscious death wishes toward their parents is believed to commonly give rise to feelings of guilt when a parent dies" (Menes, 1971, 704) . Reawakened oedipal conflict will be repressed again in the "too-much ness" of adolescent mourning (Nagera, 1970) . To move beyond her mother might be unconsciously perceived by Anne Elliot as to kill her again (Loewald, 1962 ). Anne's intensified identification with her mother is underlined by Austen; she becomes almost exclusively what her mother had been, sensible, amiable, dutiful, suffering her losses stoically (Blum, 1986) . The peculiar course of Anne Elliot's love for Wentworth can be interpreted as rooted in prior loss and unfinished mourning.
The oedipal ambivalence which is normally re-experienced in adolescence may … be kept under repression by the idealization of the lost object, resulting in further compromise formation and further defensive measures and ego (character) deviations which otherwise might not have occurred….If intrasystemic changes are to take place during adolescence a person must have the freedom … to experience oedipal aggression in a new and less frightening context….The normally expected changes will not take place because of the idealization of the dead object and total repression of ambivalence and feelings which represent anger or disappointment with the object" (Laufer, 1966, 291 
Renewed mourning
In a famous passage, at the climax of Persuasion, Anne Elliot argues with the warm-hearted Captain Harville about whether men or women love with greater constancy. As she speaks she is half aware that she is overheard by Captain Wentworth and that she is indirectly declaring the constancy of her love for him, sending messages of love to him, but as she speaks we also hear of a past failure to mourn a lost object which can also be called "constancy" in love:
I believe you [men] capable of everything great and good in your married lives. I believe you equal to every important exertion and to every domestic forbearance, so long as-if I may be allowed the expression, so long as you have an object. I mean, while the woman you love lives, and lives for you. All the privilege I claim for my own sex (it is not a very enviable one, you need not covet it) is that of loving longest, when existence or when hope is gone (p.238).
Anne claims for herself, and for women, the "privilege…of loving longest, when existence or when hope is gone" adding that it is not a "very enviable" privilege. Anne says that men love only so long as they "have an object". But we would say that Austen characterizes Anne Elliot as loving too long without an object. Literary critics have long discussed this issue, the most traditional position being that Anne displays virtue in being Alas! With all her reasonings, she found that to retentive feelings eight years may be little more than nothing (p. 85).
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Conclusion
Psychoanalytic thought on mourning can bring new perspectives to some old controversies over Persuasion. With respect to the long-standing critical debate about how Anne could have been persuaded to give up Wentworth, Austen's plot can be seen as consistent with the pressure of unconscious conflict in the face of new love which follows the adolescent loss of a mother (Nagera, 1970; Laufer, 1966; Menes, 1971 ).
Psychoanalysis adds a viewpoint on Sir Walter and Elizabeth Elliot as "caricatures" of narcissism rather than fully developed characters, through understanding that a failed mourning can entrench rigid defenses in a narcissistic character (Deutsch, 1937) . With respect to the narrator's seemingly cruel disregard of "poor Richard" Musgrove who died at sea, psychoanalytic ideas on mourning suggest that the narration reflects a typical oscillation between the negative emotions of hatred, anger, and dismissal and the more sympathetic feelings of guilt, respect, and grief. The critical view that there is a flaw in Austen's portrayal of Mrs. Smith's "melodramatic" rage in her exposure of Mr. Elliot's "black heart" can be answered in understanding that Austen's text points to an excess anger displaced from a much loved husband in a mourning complicated by multiple losses. 
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To trace the vicissitudes of the mourning process in Persuasion is to bring to light Austen's extraordinary realism concerning the complex dynamics evoked by loss. The main thesis of this paper is that despite falling in love with the brilliant hero, an unfinished mourning and an unconscious identification with her dead mother helped to persuade Anne Elliot to break her engagement, to create a "final parting" as her mother had done to her in dying. In setting up Anne's renewed mourning, Austen depicts Wentworth as making his way from an aggressive response to loss, toward forgiveness and greater self-understanding, a progress which permitted Anne Elliot's re-mourning of her adolescent loss and a return to Wentworth in love. Austen's realism in portraying the human struggle with aggression and narcissism within the love and grief of mourning lends added resonance to the novel's closing lines which suggest an element of continuity in her characters as well as psychic change:
Anne was tenderness itself, and she had the full worth of it in Captain Wentworth's affection…the dread of future war was all that could dim her sunshine. She gloried in being a sailor's wife, but she must pay the tax of quick alarm for belonging to that profession which is, if possible more distinguished in its domestic virtues than in its national importance (pp.253-254) .
